All paper deserves more than one life.

Paper you are, recycled you shall be.
Paper is an essential material. Yet, at present,
paper recycling efforts are generating lackluster results.

HELLO

D I D YO U K N O W
THAT EVERY YEAR,
EACH FRENCH PERSON USES
6 0 K G* O F P A P E R ?
* MEAN ANNUAL CONSUMPTION.
MEAN BODY WEIGHT OF A FRENCH
WOMAN PERSON 63KG / MEAN BODY
WEIGHT OF A FRENCH PERSON 77KG

SOURCES: ECOFOLIO AND INSEE

Paper is a material that we need every day. It would be very difficult to live without it.
Using paper is not a sin! Nearly all types of paper can be recycled into paper, and recycling
is the most ecological solution for processing old paper.
With consumption of 60kg/year/inhabitant, the French are considered reasonable paper consumers,
far behind the Belgians (133kg) and Germans (93.5kg). (Source: Ecofolio European Benchmark 2010)

An essential material

st

A vital material

1st type of office
consumable
(60kg/year of paper
per employee)

of French people
believe that paper
is the easiest type
of waste to sort.
(Source: TNS Sofres 2012)

1st thrown away
material in French
bins (14.5%)
1st material handled
in sorting centers (60%)

The French endow their paper
with an emotional, informative and
identity-based value. Paper is a waste
product unlike any other: at the end
of its useful life, it keeps its form and
remains clean. It simply loses its utility.

An ecological material
Paper is an organic material
par excellence.
Many items are made of paper,
and all paper is recyclable
(newspapers, brochures,
envelopes, phone books, letters,
books, notebooks).
Paper can be recycled at least
5 times.

(Source: TNS Sofres 2010)

In France:
4 million tons
of paper are read
or used each year.

France uses 60kg of
paper/year/inhabitant,
which is less than the
European average
(75.6kg/year/inhabitant).

All paper deserves more than one life.

Ecologically speaking,
recycling is the best
option for handling
waste paper.

Part 1 - The paper industry

Paper recycling efforts are lackluster, and could be improved.
of paper* is recycled in 2013.
More than one in two paper
items are discarded with
household waste, and
therefore cannot be recycled.

Only

*The word “paper” is understood in the usual sense, and corresponds
to what professionals call “graphic paper”.

Only 1/3 of all French people
know the new sorting instructions, “All paper is sorted
and recycled”. They know that paper is recycled into
paper. What they do not know is that all paper can be
recycled. This is due mainly to the old recommendation
to only recycle “journals, magazines, newspapers”,
which is still displayed on many sorting bins!

Our European neighbors
do better than we do

Sorting and collecting
schemes need to be
improved.
Collection and sorting recommendations for paper
in France are suboptimal. In the past, paper waste was
collected separately. Starting in the early 90s, paper was
mainly collected with packaging waste in the same bin.
Yet, when mixed with other waste, paper does not break
down as easily and is not as easily recycled.

High waste management costs
Mixed waste collection methods, which are more costly and
not necessarily more effective, should be questioned and
undoubtedly rationalized in places. In Europe, the recycling
rates are improving, but collection approaches differ: for the
most part citizens sort papers (paper or paper plus cartons) in a
special bin, mainly on a voluntary drop-off.

Mean cost of the service
The best performance/cost: a flow dedicated to
voluntary drop-off and/or door-to-door paper collection.

FRANCE

approximately €100/metric ton
for voluntary drop-off of paper only.

approximately €200/metric ton
for door-to-door collection of paper only.

SPAIN

GERMANY

approximately €500/metric ton

for door-to-door collection of paper and other
waste.
Source: Ademe 2010

Graphic paper recycling rate.
Source: Ecofolio european benchmark 2010 and 2013

Door-to-door collection has a relatively high cost
compared with voluntary waste drop-off.

Community-borne costs for
separately-collected paper.
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Sorting papers mixed with other waste requires the
additional task of separating paper at an industrial
sorting center, which is a particularly difficult task.

Level of service
of the French population benefits from
door-to-door waste collection (“a garbage
truck” collects waste at people’s homes),
while 33% voluntarily drop-off their waste
(citizens drop their waste off in municipal
containers close to their homes).

.

In Europe, cost per inhabitant per year. The income
covers the costs of collecting and sorting.

€

.

(before
Ecofolio
support).

€

.

(after
Ecofolio
support)

In France, cost per inhabitant per year.
Source: Bios Intelligence Service 2012 European Benchmark

Collection
For

of the French population, paper is
collected with packaging (called a
“bi-sorting” system), and for 43% of the
population, there is dedicated paper
collection (“tri-sorting” system, with an
additional bin for paper only).

Recycling, a priority you shall be.
Ecofolio is a non-profit private company accredited by
the French government in 2007. Ecofolio is responsible
for collecting and recycling paper in France.

A mission of general interest

Recycling
rate

The French government entrusts Ecofolio with
this mission. This task involves mobilizing,
guiding, funding and supporting paper collection
and recycling stakeholders to promote and
improve recycling.

2018

An initial paper recycling accreditation
(2007/2012).

2016

During this six-year period, the “old paper”
recycling rate increased by 14%.

2012

Local communities received €230 million
to fund public waste management services.
Nearly 12,000 paper producers are
Ecofolio members who pay their annual
ecocontribution.

What is Extended
Producer Responsibility
(EPR)?
Initially developed by the OECD, EPR is an environmental
concept and industrial guidance tool. The idea is to encourage
paper-producing companies to take more responsibility in terms
of product life-cycle management and take more preventive
action. For paper, the cost is borne by those bringing the product
to market. These players pay ecocontributions to Ecofolio based
on the amount of paper they bring to the market and whether or
not there are factors that interfere with recycling.
The funds collected are reinvested to improve this paper
recycling and shared with local public waste management
services.

All paper deserves more than one life.

2007

2013-2016
OBJECTIVES
Established by the
government, the objectives
for the period in question are
ambitious and correspond
to an 8-point increase in
recycling with a 16%
decrease in paper supply.

A second paper recycling
accreditation (2013/2016)
with ambitious goals.
During its second accreditation period,
Ecofolio will continue supporting
recycling efforts (approximately
80% of the support provided for
value-added processing).
Compared with 2012, an additional
€10 million will be invested in the
sector in 2013.
In 2013, the ecocontribution is
increasing by 23% over 2012 to fund
additional efforts.

Part 2 - Mission and operations

How does Ecofolio function?
Ecofolio functions
through a
highly specific
public/private
partnership.

State departments:
French Ministries of Ecology,
Economy and the Interior.

Accrediting commission:
State departments,
local authorities, NGO’s,
key stakeholders in the industry.

Accreditation & Governance

Ecofolio’s action
is defined by a
multidisciplinary
plan that is regularly
controlled by governing
bodies. Ecofolio’s
governance is shared
by paper producers
- private financial
stakeholders who
contribute to the EPR
framework through an
action-based strategy.

Strategy
Implementation

Executive Committee:
Paper producers contributing to
the Extended Producer Responsability.

To achieve the recycling objective established by the government and serve
the general interests, Ecofolio has been entrusted with three interrelated missions.

1

Public service
support and
guidance

Ecofolio collects ecocontributions
by paper producers and then
channels these funds to provide
financial support to local authorities
responsible for public waste
management services. Bonus/
penalty scales encourage
upstream paper ecodesign and
downstream old paper recycling.

2

Environmental
protection

Ecofolio invests in R&D, gives
stakeholders access to its
expertise (through audits, studies,
and technical and environmental
analyses) and leads experiments
to improve the efficiency of
paper sorting, collection and
recycling systems. Ecofolio also
provides innovative options for
all operational aspects (such
as ecological paper design,
pre-collection in homes and
businesses, selective collection
bins, sorting centers and
recycling centers).

3

Awarenessbuilding among
French citizens

Ecofolio conducts paper waste
sorting communication and
awareness-raising campaigns
among all French citizens. These
campaigns aim to focus on paper
and encourage more responsible
daily sorting behaviors among
citizens at home, at work and on
the go.

Paper, competitive you shall be.
INTERVIEW
Géraldine POIVERT, Managing Director of Ecofolio, talks to us about paper recycling and shares
her strategic vision for the years to come.

“By building a circular paper economy, our mission is to transform yesterday’s
paper into tomorrow’s resources. This is a concrete, realistic solution for protecting
the environment and stimulating our economy.”

Why is it so important to recycle old paper?
By recycling paper, we contribute to green growth. Our natural resources are being exhausted. Growth must
be decarbonized, our industries need to be stimulated, and we need to create employment that stays in France.
Paper is more than just waste sitting in collection bins - the paper of yesterday represents urban forests to be cultivated.
Yesterday’s paper is tomorrow’s newspapers and notebooks, but it is also textiles, insulation materials and biofuel.
Paper recycling is a virtuous environmental, economic and social model.

“

“

Ecofolio’s aim is to build a circular paper
economy to transform yesterday’s paper
into tomorrow’s resources.

Achieve 55% recycling for all old paper in 2016 and 60% in 2018:
is this a realistic goal?
Yes it is! All recycling stakeholders are concerned: the French must recycle more paper and recycle it better. We need to provide
them with the resources to do so everywhere, and particularly at the workplace. We also need more efficient recycling processes
to ensure that recycled material remains competitive in terms of cost to ensure that recycled paper is used by industry.
Such efforts can only be undertaken if the paper collection and sorting process is streamlined and paper
is eco-designed. Actions recommended and supported by Ecofolio.

All paper deserves more than one life.

Part 3 - Strategic vision and benefits of recycling

Does recycled paper production help protect the environment?
Yes! And, it offers several key benefits:
a 30% decrease in CO2 emissions compared with the production of paper made with virgin fibers:
the prevention of 390,000 metric tons of CO2 emissions each year, or the equivalent of the CO2 emissions
of 200,000 cars each year.
t he optimization and protection of natural resources:
Paper can be recycled at least 5 times, and recycling paper helps protect natural resources by reducing the use of
virgin raw materials in the paper manufacturing process.
Since wood is still necessary to produce new paper in addition to recycled paper, it must come from sustainably
managed forests in compliance with strict ecological and social guidelines. The rising cost of wood causes an increase
in the cost to produce paper, since the raw material represents over 50% of the cost of producing paper. The circular
economic model is an ecological and economic priority for our forests. It will enable a shift from exploiting the earth’s
natural forests towards using the “urban forests” filling our garbage bins.

Is recycling old paper interesting, economically speaking?
Yes! Producing recycled paper from old paper (as opposed to producing paper from virgin fibers) generates
substantial economic savings, enabling future products to be offered at more competitive prices.
Energy and water consumption is reduced by three with recycled paper production compared with standard paper
production methods. Seventy-two percent (72%) of the paper collected in cities and communities with Ecofolio’s
support is recycled in France.
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Recycling: does this have an impact on employment?
Despite the economic crisis, employment in the recycling sector increased by 36% in 10 years. (Source: French
Ministry of Economy, Industry and Employment).
With over 90,000 jobs (from raw material preparation to collection to sorting to production), the paper graphics and
recycling sectors are true sources of employment in France that cannot be offshored. (Sources: Copacel, FEDEREC,
FNADE, UNIC).

Paper, many lives you shall have.
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Ecofolio’s mission is to develop

the circular paper economy
to transform yesterday’s paper
into tomorrow’s competitive resources.
All paper deserves more than one life.

Part 4 - Second accreditation plan

Recycle more, recycle better:

a collective effort in which everyone has a role to play.
2013-2016 Goals
Objective: eco-design
Produce differently
by encouraging companies
to develop comprehensive
paper management policies.

Ecofolio encourages companies to consider the ecological
and economic impact of their products (by implementing an
eco-differentiation scale in 2014 with a system of bonuses or
penalties depending on the recyclability of the paper produced).
Ecofolio provides producers with innovative solutions
for limiting the use of items that could interfere with recycling
(such as certain glues and inks) and thereby increase costs.

Objective: EPR for all
Contribute equitably
by having all producers
integrate EPR according to
their specific characteristics.

Ecofolio calls for universal, albeit non-uniform EPR and
recommends expanding its field to include exempt sectors
(mainly the press, books and papers related to a public service
mission, which represent 33% of paper metric tonnage and
nearly 1.2 metric tons of paper not concerned by eco-design
policies). For example, Ecofolio offers press companies
a method of contribution that is adapted to their particular
situation: offer advertising space to raise paper waste sorting
and recycling awareness.

Objective: a dedicated paper flow
Collect better
by working with communities
to streamline and modernize
industrial collection and
sorting operations.

Ecofolio is studying and experimenting with solutions
that enable old paper to become competitive resources:
a dedicated (and more economical) collection circuit,
generalized voluntary paper waste drop-off (higher
quality) and adapted sorting centers. Ecofolio will offer
modern approaches that are adapted to the needs of
each community.

SORT
RECYCLE

Sort more
by generalizing new adapted
sorting approaches and
distributing the new “All paper is
sorted and recycled” guidelines.

Objective: raise
national and local awareness
Ecofolio conducts national communication campaigns to
encourage citizens to adopt ecological paper recycling
behaviors. Locally, Ecofolio technically and economically
supports communities, for example, to collect 650,000 metric
tons of office paper (whereas barely 15% is sorted today).

